
 

Gowrie Group Prepares 9th Annual BBQ Lunch for  
The Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries 
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Cheyla Archer, Sarah Archer, Sarah Davidson, Dave Geyer, Scott Gowrie, and Jan Magnussen. Front Row: Katherine Chirillo, 
Lindas Dillon, Deb Cameron, Linda Washburn, Shannon Schiesser, Shari Whitney, and Allison Smith.  
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On Wednesday August 23rd, Gowrie Group employees served a BBQ lunch to the community at Grace Church in 
Old Saybrook. Over 40 Gowrie employees teamed together to provide, prepare and serve a BBQ feast to almost 
50 guests of The Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries (SSKP). This is the 9th year that Gowrie has hosted a lunch 
for our neighbors on the Connecticut shoreline.  
 
The luncheon was once again spearheaded by Lindas Dillon who is a longtime employee of Gowrie Group, a 
dedicated SSKP volunteer and past member of the SSKP Board of Trustees.  She shared these thoughts about 
the lunch, “At the end of the day, our team felt accomplished and appreciated by our guests. It was our pleasure 
and privilege to treat our SSKP neighbors to a great summer meal.” 
 
Jeff Ward, the Director of Volunteers & Programs for The Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries, shared, “You 
[Gowrie employees] are all reminders that there are good people in this world who give their time and themselves, 
not because they must, but because it is in their hearts to do so.”  
 
Gowrie Group is committed to helping the SSKP throughout the year, through a variety of outreach efforts. The 
company’s primary initiative is the annual Gowrie Group Challenge, which kicks off each year on November 15th. 
For 2017, Gowrie Group has set an ambitious goal of raising $200,000 to benefit the SSKP.  Gowrie launches the 
challenge with a $30,000 matching gift.  Partner sponsors of the challenge –The Safety Zone, LC Doane 
Company, Tower Labs, Lenny & Joe’s Fish Tale, and Brand Tech Scientific – provide an additional $25,000 in 
matching funds.  The matching funds are used to double the impact of all other contributions. Since the Gowrie 
Group Challenge began in 2004, Gowrie has raised more than one million dollars to benefit the SSKP.   All are 
invited to join in this challenge by making a donation online or by mail: 
 

• Online donations at www.shorelinesoupkitchens.org, click  “Donate” button, select “Gowrie Challenge” 
• Donations by mail: The Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries, Attn: Gowrie Group Challenge, P.O. Box 

804, Essex, Connecticut, 06426  
 
Gowrie Group. Always on Watch. As one of the nation's Top-50 independent insurance agencies, Gowrie Group 
provides total risk management services to individuals and organizations with complex insurance needs. Gowrie Group 
offers comprehensive insurance solutions matched with trusted advice and a commitment to service excellence. Gowrie 
Group's portfolio of offerings includes commercial, home/auto, equine, and yacht insurance, as well as employee 
benefits solutions and safety services. The company's 175+ professionals service clients across the US from offices in 
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Westbrook CT, Darien CT, Newport RI, North Kingstown RI, Annapolis MD, and Marshfield, MA. Learn more at 
www.gowrie.com. 
  
The Shoreline Soup Kitchens & Pantries. Since 1989, providing food and fellowship to those in need in the towns of 
Chester, Clinton, Deep River, East Lyme, Essex, Killingworth, Lyme, Madison, Old Lyme, Old Saybrook, and 
Westbrook. www.shorelinesoupkitchens.org  
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